
Complainant/Victim Type Home Address

Witness(es) Home Address

Subject Officer(s) Shield TaxID Command

1. POM Joseph Martins 01839 932972 102 PCT
2. POM Jason Fritz 05286 938504 102 PCT
3. POM Joseph Cortright 03788 944466 102 PCT

Officer(s) Allegation Investigator Recommendation

A .  POM Joseph Martins Abuse of Authority: On April 28, 2011, at  
 in Queens, PO Joseph Martins frisked  

.

A .  

B .  POM Joseph Cortright Abuse of Authority: On April 28, 2011, at  
 in Queens, PO Joseph Cortright frisked  

.

B .  

C .  POM Joseph Cortright Abuse of Authority: On April 28, 2011, at  
 in Queens, PO Joseph Cortright searched  

.

C .  

D .  POM Joseph Martins Abuse of Authority: On April 28, 2011, at  
 in Queens, PO Joseph Martins searched the 

vehicle in which  and  were 
occupants.

D .  

E .  POM Jason Fritz Abuse of Authority: On April 28, 2011, at  
 in Queens, PO Jason Fritz searched the vehicle in 

which  and  were occupants.

E .  

F .  POM Joseph Martins Abuse of Authority: On April 29, 2011, in front of the 102 
Precinct stationhouse, PO Joseph Martins threatened  

 with the use of force.

F .  

G .  POM Joseph Martins Discourtesy: On April 29, 2011, in front of the 102 Precinct 
stationhouse, PO Joseph Martins spoke rudely to  

.

G .  

 

I .  POM Joseph Martins Other: PO Joseph Martins intentionally made a false official 
statement in violation of Patrol Guide Procedure 203-08.

I .  

Investigator: Team: CCRB Case #: � Force ; Discourt. � U.S.

Alexander  Lai           Team # 1                      
          

201105746 ; Abuse � O.L. � Injury

Incident Date(s) Location of Incident: Precinct: 18 Mo. SOL EO SOL

Thursday, 04/28/2011   1:35 PM, Friday, 
04/29/2011  

102 Precinct 
stationhouse.

102 10/28/2012 10/28/2012

Date/Time CV Reported CV Reported At: How CV Reported: Date/Time Received at CCRB

Sat, 04/30/2011   7:46 PM IAB Phone Thu, 05/05/2011   2:03 PM

CCRB INVESTIGATIVE RECOMMENDATION
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Case Summary 

 
 filed this complaint on April 30, 2011, via IAB, generating referral number 11-

19729.  His complaint was sent to the CCRB, where it was received on May 5, 2011 (encl. D1-2). 
 
On April 28, 2011, at approximately 1:35 p.m.,  and his friend,  
were approached by PO Joseph Martins, PO Joseph Cortright, and PO Jason Fritz of the 102nd 
Precinct in the vicinity of 101st Avenue and 121st Street in Queens.  Ultimately,  was 
arrested for criminal possession of a weapon.  The following day, April 29 at 1:00 p.m.,  

 and  went to the 102nd Precinct stationhouse to inquire about missing 
property.  Their interactions with the police on both days resulted in the following allegations: 
 

x Allegation A ± Abuse of Authority: On April 28, 2011, in the vicinity of 101st Avenue 
and 121st Street in Queens, PO Joseph Martins frisked  

 
 
 

 
x Allegation B ± Abuse of Authority:  On April 28, 2011, in the vicinity of 101st Avenue 

and 121st Street in Queens, PO Joseph Cortright frisked  
x Allegation C ± Abuse of Authority:  On April 28, 2011, in the vicinity of 101st Avenue 

and 121st Street in Queens, PO Joseph Cortright searched  
�

 
 

x Allegation D ± Abuse of Authority:  On April 28, 2011, in the vicinity of 101st Avenue 
and 121st Street in Queens, PO Joseph Martins searched the vehicle in which  
and  were occupants. 

x Allegation E ± Abuse of Authority:  On April 28, 2011, in the vicinity of 101st Avenue 
and 121st Street in Queens, PO Jason Fritz searched the vehicle in which  
and  were occupants. 

 
 

 
 

x Allegation F ± Abuse of Authority:  On April  29, 2011, in front of the 102nd Precinct 
stationhouse, PO Joseph Martins threatened  with the use of force. 

x Allegation G ± Discourtesy:  On April 29, 2011, in the vicinity of the 102nd Precinct 
stationhouse, PO Joseph Martins spoke rudely to  

 
 

 
x  
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An IAB spin-off case was filed in regards to an allegation of missing property, as documented in 
CCRB case number 201106262, IAB log number 11-19401.  It is currently under investigation 
(encl. M10). 
 

Results of Investigation 
 
Civilian Statement 
 

     Complainant/ Victim:   
�

 
 

CCRB Testimony 
 provided a phone statement on May 13, 2011, and he was interviewed at the CCRB on 

May 23, 2011 (encl. E1-16).  During his interview,  read from a note that he typed into 
his iPhone on April 29, 2011, that described the incident (encl. E7-8).   

 
 
On April 28, 2011,  left his house, located at   in Queens, to meet his 
friend,  did not recall what time he left his house, but speculated it 
was about 11:00 or 11:15 a.m.; the investigation determined that  left his apartment at 
approximately 12:30 p.m. based on police records and �DFFRXQW�RI�WKH�GXUDWLRQ�RI�WLPH�
he spent outside.   wore white and blue Nike sneakers, blue jeans, a grey hoodie, and a 
blue New York Yankees baseball cap.  He had his wallet in his front right pants pocket, his 
L3KRQH��NH\V��JXP��&KDSVWLFN��DQG�FRLQV�LQ�KLV�IURQW�OHIW�SDQWV�SRFNHW��DQG�D�SDLQWHU¶V�NQLIH��D�
foldable curved EODGH����´�LQ�OHQJWK��ZLWK�D��´�EODFN�UXEEHU�KDQGOH�ZLWKRXW�D�FOLS��LQ�KLV�EDFN�
right pants pocket.  The knife was used during his job at a digital print company; he was no 
longer employed at the company at the time of his CCRB interview. 
 
Without stopping anywhere else or interacting with anyone,  drove to   

  where  was waiting for him.   drove a red two-door  
; he did not know the New York license plate number of the car during his 

&&5%�LQWHUYLHZ�DV�WKH�FDU�ZDV�UHJLVWHUHG�XQGHU�KLV�IDWKHU¶V�QDPH���,Q�WKH�UHDU�SDVVHQJHU�VHDW��  
 KDG�D�EODFN�EDFNSDFN�FRQWDLQLQJ�D�JUH\���´�0DF%RRN�3UR�ODSWRS�ZLWK�D�FOHDU�UHFWDQJXODU�

VWLFNHU�WKH�VL]H�RI�DQ�L3KRQH�DQG�WKH�ZRUGV�³9-0RGD´�LQ�EODck lettering, a laptop charger, an 
external hard drive, a folder with various documents, an iPhone charger, a broken digital camera, 
a leather bag holding earphones, and a pen.  A stack of approximately 50 blank CDs held in a 
spindle with a handle was on the floor of the rear passenger side.   
 
The drive to pick up  took about ten to fifteen minutes.   was 
described as a skinny �

.   wore a fitted cap and baggy pants, but  
did not recall any other details regarding his attire or possessions, except that  did 
not have any packages or bags with him.   and  drove five to ten minutes 
to a bodega on  , a one-way street, and  without stopping anywhere else or 
interacting with anyone; at this point, the time was approximately 1:00 p.m.  With the car double-
parked,  remained seated in thH�GULYHU¶V�VHDW�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�PXVLF� while  
went into the store to buy cigarettes.   returned to the car within five minutes with 
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cigarettes;  did not recall where the cigarettes were on V�SHUVRQ�DQG�KH�
did not recall if  was holding anything in his hands when he exited the store. 
 

 and  then drove and parked in a metered parking spot two blocks away 
on   in front of a Citibank, because  wanted to buy 
something to eat.  Approximately 30 seconds later, as  was inside his car smoking a 
cigarette still seated with  an unmarked black four-door sedan that appeared to be a 
Crown Victoria pulled up to the right side of �FDU���7KUHH�SODLQFORWKHV�RIILFHUV�from the 
102nd Precinct exited and approached  and   PO Joseph Martins, who 
provided his name to  the next day at the stationhouse, was described as an athletically-
built fair-FRPSOH[LRQHG�ZKLWH�PDOH�LQ�KLV�ODWH���V�WR�HDUO\���V�ZKR�VWRRG��¶�´��KDG�VKRUW�EODFN�
hair, and wore blue jeans.  PO Joseph Cortright, identified via investigation based on police 
records and subsequent officer testimony, was described as a stocky white male in his early to 
mid-��V�ZKR�VWRRG��¶��´��KDG�VKRUW�OLJKW-colored hair, and wore a dark-colored nylon jacket.  PO 
Jason Fritz, identified via investigation based on police records and subsequent officer testimony, 
was described as an athletically-EXLOW�ZKLWH�PDOH�LQ�KLV�PLG�WR�ODWH���V�ZKR�VWRRG��¶��´��KDG�EOXH�
eyes and a buzzcut, and also wore a dark-colored nylon jacket. 
 
PO Martins approached �GULYHU�VLGH�ZKLOH�PO Cortright and PO Fritz stood by  

V�IURQW�SDVVHQJHU�VLGH���$OO�WKUHH�RIILFHUV�DVNHG�  and �³:KDW�
DUH�\RX�GRLQJ"´�DQG�ERWK�UHSOLHG��³1RWKLQJ�´��32�0DUWLQV�DVNHG�  for his license and 
registration, which he produced.   and  were then asked by the officers if 
they had anything that they ³>ZHUHQ¶W@ VXSSRVHG�WR�KDYH´�DQG�ZKHQ�ERWK�GHQLHG�LW��WKH�RIILFHUV�
told them to exit the car and they complied.  Upon exiting the car DQG�VWDQGLQJ�DW�WKH�GULYHU¶V�VLGH�
door, PO Martins frisked  patting his waistband and pants pockets.  PO Martins placed 
his hands into �KRRGLH�DQG�SDQWV�SRFNHWV��UHPoving �NH\V��JXP��&KDSstick, 
and wallet.  During this time,  UHPHPEHUHG�WKDW�KH�KDG�KLV�SDLQWHU¶V�NQLIH�LQ�KLV�EDFN�
pocket and informed PO Martins, who removed the knife.   looked towards  

 who was by the front passenger door, and saw PO Cortright patting and placing his 
hands into V�IURQW�SRFNHWV��EXW�KH�GLG�QRW�VHH�DQ\�RIILFHU�UHPRYH�DQ\�RI�  

V�EHORQJLQJV�   did not mention in his intake statement or his phone 
statement that he or  were frisked or searched. 
 
After they were searched, PO Cortright instructed  and  to lean their 
backs on the rear of �FDU.   The pair complied, walking to the back of the car and 
leaning against it, with PO Cortright facing them.   glanced behind him and saw that 
PO Martins was sweeSLQJ�KLV�KDQGV�XQGHU�WKH�GULYHU¶V�VHDW���$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��PO Fritz was 
searching the rear passenger seats, where he took out �EDFNSDFN���PO Fritz removed 

�KHDGSKRQHV�IURP�WKHLU�EODFN�OHDWKHU�FDVH�DQG�WKHQ�SODFHG�WKHP�EDFN���PO Fritz also 
looked and placed his hands into the sleeve pockets on the back of the driver and front passenger 
seats.  PO Cortright told  WR�IDFH�KLP�DQG�³ORRN�LQWR�KLV�H\HV�´�ZKLFK�  then 
did.  He could no longer see where PO Martins and PO Fritz were searching within his car, and 
he did not recall if  ever attempted to look back at the officers searching the 
vehicle.  PO Cortright asked  why he wanted to look at the officers searching his car, 
and  VDLG�WKDW�KH�³KHDUG�VWRULHV�´��PO Cortright UHVSRQGHG��³2K��GRQ¶W�ZRUU\��ZH¶UH�QRW�
JRLQJ�WR�SODQW�DQ\WKLQJ�LQ�\RXU�FDU�´��$V�WKH�FDU�ZDV�VHDUFKHG��32�0DUWLQV�DVNHG�  if he 
was a DJ;  assumed he asked this question because of the stack of blank CDs and the 
laptop in his backpack that were in the car.   noted that he uses his laptop to create 
music.  Also during this time, PO Cortright asked �³<RX�NQRZ�WKLV�JX\"´�referring to 
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  PO Cortright and  EHJDQ�VSHDNLQJ�WR�HDFK�RWKHU�³DV�LI�WKH\�NQHZ�
HDFK�RWKHU�´�EXW�  did not recall what they spoke about.   estimated that the 
officers searched his car for approximately five minutes. 
 
PO Martins informed  WKDW�KH�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�EH�DUUHVWHG�IRU�SRVVHVVLRQ�RI�WKH�SDLQWHU¶V�
knife, but allowed  to finish his cigarette before he was handcuffed by PO Martins or 
PO Cortright.  He did not recall which of those two officers handcuffed him.  After  
was informed that he was not allowed to have anything other than his identification, all the 
belongings on his person were given to  and he instructed  to drive 
the car to his home, since he did not want to leave the car at a metered parking spot.   
did not recall if the officers gave his belongings to  or if he handed his belongings 
to  personally.  He did not check for his belongings inside the car prior to leaving, 
and he did not see any officer holding his laptop at any point. 
 

 was transported to the 102nd Precinct stationhouse and placed in a holding cell.  As he 
sat in the holding cell, between 2:00 and 2:30 p.m., he saw an unidentified uniformed officer, 
PO1, approximately ten feet away, pass a MacBook Pro laptop to another unidentified uniformed 
officer, PO2, who then placed the laptop into a black canvas bag.  The black bag, which  

 did not recognize, was then placed into a clear plastic bag and placed into what  
believed to be an evidence room, which was visible from where  was situated.  PO1 
was described as a stocky white male in his mid-to-ODWH���V�ZKR�VWRRG��¶��´���322 was described 
as a white female in her mid-to-ODWH���V�ZKR�VWRRG��¶�´�WR��¶�´�DQG�KDG�UHGGLVK�EURZQ�KDLU���  

 noted that he was unsure if PO1 passed the laptop to PO2, or vice versa.  Additionally, 
although he believed that the laptop belonged to him, he only saw the bottom of it, which did not 
have any unique features (such as the sticker on top of his laptop).   was not given a 
voucher for his laptop. 
 

 was charged with criminal possession of a weapon.  At some point in the stationhouse, 
PO Fritz told  that he observed  exit the bodega at 121st Street and 103rd 
Avenue and tug at his back pocket as if he was about to remove his knife.   denied ever 
exiting the car until the officers stopped them.   
 
At approximately 12:00 p.m. on April 29,  was released and took the bus home, where 

 met him to return his car and belongings.  However, �ODSWRS�ZDV�
missing from his backpack, and  stated that he had placed the unzipped backpack 
into the trunk of the car after the arrest and that he did not know that there was a laptop inside of 
it.   and  went together to the 102nd Precinct to inquire about  
missing property.  At approximately 1:00 p.m.,  parked his car across the street and 
entered the 102nd Precinct stationhouse while  remained in the front passenger seat.  

 spoke to an unidentified uniformed officer by the front desk, PO3, and informed her 
that he had been arrested the day before and his laptop was missing.  PO3, who may have been 
PO2, was described as a white female in her late 30s to early 40s with red or brown hair.   

 also requested to see the laptop that he previously saw at the stationhouse to verify if it 
belonged to him by entering his password into it, but PO3 replied that she would have to contact 

�DUUHVWLQJ�RIILFHU� 
 
PO3 called PO Martins and shortly thereafter, PO Martins came downstairs.   tried to 
DSSHDU�³MRYLDO´�E\�VPLOLQJ�DQG�VD\LQJ��³:KDW¶V�XS, EUR"��<RX�KDYH�P\�ODSWRS"��:KHUH¶V�P\�
ODSWRS"´��32�0DUWLQV��ZKR�ZDV�LQ�SODLQFORWKHV��LPPHGLDWHO\�VDLG��³/HW¶V�WDON�RXWVLGH�´��  
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 followed him outside of the stationhouse, and PO Martins immediately faced him, 
DSSHDULQJ�³GHIHQVLYH�DQG�FRQIURQWDWLRQDO´�DQG�VDLG��³,¶P�JRLQJ�WR�SXQFK�\RX�LQ�\RXU�IXFNLQJ�IDFH�
ULJKW�QRZ�´��  asked why and PO Martins said that he did not know where the laptop 
ZDV�DQG�VXJJHVWHG��³0D\EH�\RX�VKRXOG�DVN your friend (referring to ��32�
Martins then said to �³'R�\RX�NQRZ�ZKR�WKH�IXFN�\RX¶UH�WDONLQJ�WR"��<RX¶UH�WDONLQJ�WR�
D�IXFNLQJ�SROLFH�RIILFHU�´��$V�WKLV�YHUEDO�H[FKDQJH�RFFXUUHG��  saw  who 
was sitting in �IURQW�SDVVHQJHU�VHDW��ZDWFKLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�RSHQHG�ZLQGRZ�RI�WKH�IURQW�
passenger seat, approximately four to five feet away.   felt uncomfortable and unsafe 
because of PO Martins¶ statements, and asked PO Martins if they could speak inside.  When  

 H[SODLQHG�WKDW�KH�IHOW�GLG�QRW�IHHO�VDIH�VSHDNLQJ�RXWVLGH��32�0DUWLQV�VDLG��³,�GRQ¶W�JLYH�D�
IXFN�DERXW�\RXU�VDIHW\�´��  VDLG��³<RX¶UH�D�SROLFH�RIILFHU�DQG�\RX�GRQ¶W�FDUH�DERXW�P\�
VDIHW\"´�WR�ZKLFK�32�0DUWLQV VDLG��³1R�´��  asked PO Martins for his name and PO 
Martins provided it, spelled it out, and then walked inside the stationhouse.   denied 
ever using profanity towards PO Martins during this exchange. 
 
As  stood outside, two men who had been sitting inside a marked police van parked in 
front of the stationhouse walked up to him and said that they saw everything and would be 
willing to testify on his behalf.  They added that  should file a complaint and not let 
this incideQW�SDVV��DQG�HVFRUWHG�KLP�LQWR�WKH�VWDWLRQKRXVH¶V�OREE\�WR�D�SRVWHU�ZLWK�WKH�&&5%¶V�
telephone number;  did not indicate if  accompanied them.  These two 
men, who wore civilian clothing and were identified via investigation as  and 

 said that they were brothers and were employed to  
  After  

 finished speaking with the pair, PO Cortright ³FDPH�RXW�RI�QRZKHUH´�DQG�VDLG, ³+i�´ to 
 and   Prior to PO Cortright approaching them,  did not know 

where PO Cortright had walked from.   did not speak with PO Cortight, who briefly 
spoke with  did not recall what they spoke about. 
 

Witness:   
�

 
 

CCRB Testimony 
 was interviewed at the CCRB on July 19, 2011 (encl. F1-5).   

�
 

 
On April 29, 2011, at approximately 1:00 p.m.,  and his brother and partner, 

 exited the front entrance of the 102nd Precinct stationhouse and went to their 
marked van, which was parked in front of the building.  On the street, a plainclothes officer 
whom  has seen inside the stationhouse before and identified by investigation as PO 
Martins, was speaking to two civilians ±  recognized one of the civilians as  
after being shown a photograph of him; the other was identified by the investigation as  

 had never met the two civilians before. 
 

 and  opened the front doors of the van to get cigarettes when PO Martins began 
raising his voice towards  and  became curious and he sat in 
the driver seat to watch and listen while  sat in the front passenger seat, with the door 

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b) § 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 
87(2)
(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b) § 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 
87(2)
(b)

§ 87(2)(b) § 87(2)(b) § 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b) § 87(2)(b)

§ 
87(2)
(b)

§ 87(2)(b) § 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b) § 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(g)



Page 7  
CCRB Case # 201105746 

 
CCRB ± Confidential    

windows open.   and  were approximately 20 to 25 feet away from  
 and PO Martins.   

 
During the interview,  made a drawing that showed where everyone was situated:  their 
YDQ�ZDV�PDUNHG�³1<3'�9DQ´��  ZDV�PDUNHG�DV�D�FLUFOH�DQG�ODEHOHG�³$,´��  was 
PDUNHG�DV�D�FLUFOHG�DQG�ODEHOHG�³1,´��  was marked by an X and was labeled ³FLYLOLDQ´��
32�0DUWLQV�ZDV�PDUNHG�E\�DQ�;�DQG�ODEHOHG�³RIILFHU´��  was marked by a black dot 
DERYH�ZKHUH�32�0DUWLQV�ZDV�VLWXDWHG��DQG�WKH�FLYLOLDQV¶�YHKLFOH��D�WZR-door sedan) was labeled 
³&�9´ (encl. F3). 
 

 questioned PO Martins about the whereabouts of his laptop, saying that his MacBook 
was in his car during his arrest and he saw it carried by an officer while he was held in the 
stationhouse.   questioned whether it was a coincidence that he saw the laptop in the 
stationhouse and that nothing else was missing except his laptop.  PO Martins asked  if 
he was implying that he had stolen the laptop, and said  took it.   replied 
that  who was not heard speaking at all during this incident, would not have stolen 
his laptop.   noted that during their conversation,  VSRNH�LQ�D�³UHVSHFWIXO´�
PDQQHU�ZKLOH�32�0DUWLQ¶V�YRLFH�ZDV�ORXGHU�DQG�VRXQGHG�³DUURJDQW´���PO Martins then threatened 

 by saying that if he did not shut up, he would punch him in the face and arrest him.  
 appeared shocked or perplexed, shook his head, and stopped speaking.   looked 

at  DQG�VDLG��³+H¶V�QRW�VXSSRVHG�WR�WHOO�D�JX\�WKDW�´  
 
PO Martins conversed with  for a ³few´ more minutes and entered the stationhouse.  
From the time  saw PO Martins speaking with the civilians until the officer entered the 
stationhouse, approximately 15 to 20 minutes had passed.  After PO Martins went back inside, 

 and  approached  and  who were both still seated in 
their van, and  DVNHG�³ZKDW�WKH\�VKRXOG�GR�´��  told them that he and  
were  but did not mention that  was his brother.   
and  said that if they wanted to file a complaint, the &&5%¶V�phone number should be 
displayed for public view inside the stationhouse; he added that if it was not there, they could go 
to the 106th Precinct stationhouse to find the number.  He denied accompanying  or  

 into the stationhouse to show them the telephone number.   
 
Afterwards,  and  exited the van and went to the rear of their van to obtain 
maintenance equipment to bring into the stationhouse.  Meanwhile, a plainclothes officer, 
identified via investigation as PO Cortright, approached  and   PO 
Cortright spoke with  and  for approximately two to three minutes in 
front of V�YDQ��EXW�  could not hear what they spoke about.   and  
entered the stationhouse while  and  remained standing outside; he did 
not know if  or  ever entered the stationhouse. 
 

Witness:   
�

 
 

CCRB Testimony 
 was interviewed at the CCRB on July 19, 2011 (encl. G1-4).   
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 and  went into their  van, which was parked immediately in front 
RI�WKH�VWDWLRQKRXVH¶V�IURQW�GRRUV��WR�JHW�DQ�DLU�FRQGLWLRQHU���7ZR�LQGLYLGXDOV��LGHQWLILHG�YLD�
investigation as  and  parked a red sedan across the street from the 
VWDWLRQKRXVH¶V�IURQW�HQWUDQFH��DQG�ERWK�HQWHUHG�WKH�EXLOGLQJ���  and  remained 
outside and  did not know what  or  did inside the building. 
 
Approximately five minutes later, as  and  were taking a cigarette break,  

 and  left the stationhouse and spoke to each other while standing outside, 
stating that �ODSWRS�ZDV�PLVVLQJ���2QH�PLQXWH�ODWHU��D�SODLQFORWKHV�RIILFHU��LGHQWLILHG�E\�
the investigation as PO Martins, exited the stationhouse and approached  and  

�ZKR�ZHUH�ERWK�VWDQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�VWUHHW�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�UHG�VHGDQ¶V�SDVVHQJHU�GRRU���
 sat in the front passenger seat of his van while  VDW�LQ�WKH�GULYHU¶V�VHDW��ERWK�

windows were open.    and PO Martins were across the street from 
where  and  were seated in their van. 
 
PO Martins asked what the problem was and  replied that his laptop was missing from 
his bag that was left inside his car trunk after his arrest.   never spoke to PO 
Martins.   noted that  and  looked scared and that  did 
not shout and never touched PO Martins throughout this incident.  PO Martins said that he did not 
know the whereabouts of the laptop, and  told him that he saw another officer holding 
one inside the stationhouse.  PO Martins stated that the laptop  saw previously did not 
belong to him, but  replied that he knew what his laptop looked like and that the laptop 
he saw looked exactly like his.  PO Martins raised his voice and started cursing at  
including��³,¶P�JRLQJ�WR�SXQFK�\RX�LQ�\RXU�IXFNLQJ�IDFH���+RZ�GDUH�\RX�DFFXse me of stealing 
your computer?´��Simultaneously, PO Martins walked almost ³FKHVW�WR�FKHVW´�ZLWK�  
who was now leaning against the side of the car.   told PO Martins that he was not 
accusing him of stealing his laptop but simply informing PO Martins that he saw another officer 
bring his laptop into the stationhouse on the day he was arrested.   added that he 
assumed that the laptop was going to be held for safe keeping, but he discovered his laptop was 
not there when he returned to the stationhouse after his release.  After speaking with   
for approximately three minutes, PO Martins walked inside the stationhouse. 
 

 asked  what happened, and  replied that he thought that the officers 
had taken his computer.   or  informed him that if he felt that officers had taken 
his computer, he could try calling the CCRB, whose telephone number was posted by the 
VWDWLRQKRXVH¶V�HQWUDQFH�GRRU���$IWHUZDUGV��  and  retrieved the air conditioning 
equipment from the van and entered the stationhouse;  no longer saw or knew the 
whereabouts of  and  did not see another officer speak to  

 or  during this incident. 
 
Attempts to Contact Civilians 
The undersigned placed five calls and sent two letters to  between June 10 and June 
20, 2011 to an address and telephone number found via a Lexis Nexis search.  All five calls were 
answered by V�UHODWLYHV�DQG�IULHQGV�ZKR�FRQILUPHG�his address and agreed to take 
a message for him.  Additionally,  provided a cell phone number connected to  

�EXW�D�FDOO�WR�WKDW�QXPEHU�RQ�-XQH����ZDV�DQVZHUHG�E\�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�QDPHG�³6DP�´�
who did not know   A voicemail was left with  on December 13, 2011, 
to confirm whether the number he provided was correct; as of the date of this report,  
has not responded.  Neither letter sent to  has been returned by USPS, and a 
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Department of Correction Inmate Lookup Service confirmed that he is not incarcerated.  As of the 
date of this report,  has not responded to contact attempts. 
 
NYPD Statements:   
 

 Subject Officer: PO JOSEPH MARTINS 
x PO Martins is a -ROG�ZKLWH�PDOH�ZKR�VWDQGV��¶��´, weighs 190 pounds, and has 

short brown hair and brown eyes.   
x On April 28, 2011, he was on-duty between 9:30 a.m. and 6:05 p.m., assigned to anti-

crime in plainclothes and an unmarked vehicle with PO Fritz and PO Cortright.   
x On April 29, 2011, he was on-duty at the same time and assigned to anti-crime. 

 
Memo Book 

On April 28, 2011, at 1:35 p.m., PO Martins conducted a car stop at  
.  At 1:40 p.m.,  was under arrest.  At 1:50 p.m., PO Martins was back at the 

102nd Precinct stationhouse for arrest processing (encl. H1-3). 
 
On April 29, 2011, at 1:20 p.m.,  was at the 102nd Precinct stationhouse accusing PO 
Martins or another officer of taking his MacBook Pro computer from his vehicle at the time of his 
arrest.   stated that he saw a computer at the stationhouse while in a cell.  An 
investigation finds a MacBook laptop, serial #  voucher #  vouchered 
by PO Hughes on April 28, 2011, not related or belonging to  was highly 
agitated and he was advised that if he had a problem or did not agree with PO Martins, he could 
make a complaint (encl. H3-4). 
  
 Handwritten and Computerized Stop, Question, and Frisk Report 
PO Martins completed a Stop, Question, and Frisk Report for  on April 28, 2011, at 
1:35 p.m., under suspicion of criminal possession of a weapon.  The circumstances that led to the 
stop included furtive movements, a suspicious bulge in his pocket, which was a knife, and his 
proximity to crime location.  No other person was stopped, questioned, or frisked.   
was frisked because of inappropriate attire ± possibly concealing weapon.  He was searched 
because of a hard object and his subsequent arrest.  A knife or cutting instrument was ultimately 
found.  No other contraband was recovered (encl. H5-6).   
 
 Arrest Report and Criminal Court Complaint 
Arrest number  indicates that  was arrested and charged with criminal 
possession of a weapon in the third degree and for disorderly conduct (obstructing traffic).  PO 
Martins stated that on April 28, 2011, between 1:30 p.m. and 1:40 p.m., he observed  
double parked, blocking the regular flow of traffic, forcing other vehicles to drive around his.  PO 
Martins then stated that he recovered a gravity knife from �SDQWV�SRFNHW (encl. H7-11). 
 

CCRB Testimony 
PO Martins was interviewed at the CCRB on August 24, 2011 (encl. H12-15). 
 
On April 28, 2011, at approximately 1:35 p.m., PO Martins was the operator of an unmarked 
police vehicle while PO Fritz sat in the front passenger seat and PO Cortright sat in the rear 
passenger seat.  PO Martins observed �FDU�GRXEOH�SDUNHG�LQ�WKH�YLFLQLW\�RI�   

��WKH�VDPH�LQWHUVHFWLRQ�ZKHUH�WKH�RIILFHUV¶�YHKLFOH�ZDV���+H�GLG�QRW�UHFDOO�VHHLQJ�
 enter the vehicle.  PO Martins intended to stop  at that location, driving 
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slowly towards them, but  began to drive southbound on  after 
approximately 20 to 30 seconds.  PO Martins activated his turret lights and stopped �
vehicle after it had passed approximately one avenue in a residential neighborhood.   
 
All three officers exited the vehicle and approached   PO Martins, who approached the 
driver side, saw  fidgeting DQG�³GLJJLQJ�DURXQG´�ZLWK�ERWK�KDQGV�DW�KLV�VLGHV��UHDFKLQJ�
for what appeared to be the side of the door, the corners of his seat, and the center console.  From 
32�0DUWLQV¶�YDQWDJH�SRint, which was a few feet away, he could only see V�ERG\�IURP�
above mid-arm, and was unable to see where exactly �KDQGV�ZHUH�RU�LI�KH�ZDV�KROGLQJ�
anything.  PO Fritz and PO Cortright approached  in the front passenger seat, but 
PO Martins did not see what  was doing or where his hands were.   
continued to move his hands at his sides as PO Martins got closer, and PO Martins asked him for 
his identification and why he was double parked.   replied that  had run 
into the store.  During this conversation,  was continuing to reach around his sides but 
PO Martins was unable to see where he was reaching.  Because  continued to fidget 
and move his arms around, it made PO Martins nervous and he asked  and  

 to step outside of the car within 10 to15 seconds of initially speaking to them.  PO 
Martins affirmed that there were no other factors which led him to believe that  posed a 
safety risk or that he was armed.   and  complied, then walked towards 
the rear of �FDU���32�0DUWLQV�DIILUPHG�WKDW�  had not stopped moving his arms 
at his sides until he was removed from the vehicle.   
 
When  exited the car, PO Martins did not see any bulges on �SHUVRQ and he 
did not see  make any movements towards his pockets.  As they walked to the back of 
the car, PO Martins did not recall if  made any suspicious movements.  PO Martins 
asked  what he was doing, where he was coming from, and if he had anything in his car 
that he was not supposed to have.   said that he and  ZHUH�³MXVW�KDQJLQJ�
RXW´�DQG�KH�GHQLHG�KDYLQJ�DQ\WKLQJ�WKDW�KH�ZDV�QRW supposed to have.  PO Martins asked if he 
was sure and if he minded that 32�0DUWLQV�³FKHFNHG�´��  told PO Martins that he could 
search his car.  With PO Fritz and PO Cortright standing with  and  PO 
Martins first entered through �GULYHU�VLGH��ORRNLQJ�XQGHUQHDWK�WKH�VHDW��FHQWHU�FRQVROH��
visor, and dashboard; he did not recall opening the glove compartment and he did not see any 
other officer enter the vehicle.  PO Martins then looked around and underneath the rear passenger 
seats, and found a black book bag on the car floor behind the front passenger seat.  PO Martins 
opened the book bag and saw a MacBook Pro laptop, which he then returned to the bag.  He did 
not recall any other items inside the car or inside the book bag, and he denied searching the front 
passenger seat area.  During the interview, PO Martins was shown photographs of �
back pack, leather bag, and earphones; he did not recognize those items.  
 
Initially, PO Martins stated in his interview that he found a gravity knife during his search of the 
FDU��EXW�KH�GLG�QRW�UHFDOO�H[DFWO\�ZKHUH�LW�ZDV�IRXQG��VD\LQJ�WKDW�³LW�KDG�WR�EH�VRPHZKHUH�FORVH�WR�

�RU�HOVH�,�ZRXOGQ¶W�KDYH�DUUHVWHG�KLP���,W�KDG�WR�EH�LQ�D�OXQJHDEOH��JUDEEDEOH�DUHD�´��
PO Martins, who did not recall what the knife looked like in his interview, asked  if the 
knife belonged to him, and  affirmed so.  PO Martins then frisked  and no 
contraband was found on his person.  During the interview, PO Martins was shown the 
handwritten Stop, Question, and Frisk Report, arrest report, and criminal court complaint he filled 
out documenting �VWRS�DQG�DUUHVW, and he said that he did not recall recovering a knife 
from �SDQWV�SRFNHW���+H�ZHQW�RQ�WR�VD\�WKDW�ZKLOH�KH�VHDUFKHG�WKH�FDU��DQRWKHU�RIILFHU�
may have frisked  and recovered the knife.  Simultaneously,  was 
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frisked, but PO Martins did not know who conducted it or if anything was recovered.  PO Martins 
did not recall frisking  to recover the knife, and he did not recall if any officer 
explained to him why they frisked  or  or how that information was 
relayed to him and subsequently appeared in those documents.  He did not see another officer 
search �YHKLFOH���In reference to the Stop, Question, and Frisk Report, PO Martins 
VWDWHG�WKDW�WKH�FKHFNER[�ODEHOHG�³3UR[LPLW\�WR�&ULPH�/RFDWLRQ´�ZDV�FKHFked because the incident 
DUHD�KDG�DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�EXUJODULHV�DQG�UREEHULHV���:KHQ�DVNHG�DERXW�WKH�FKHFNER[�³,QDSSURSULDWH�
Attire ± 3RVVLEO\�&RQFHDOLQJ�:HDSRQ�´�32�0DUWLQV�GLG�QRW�UHFDOO�KRZ�  was dressed. 
 
Thereafter,  was arrested for possession of a gravity knife but PO Martins did not recall 
who handcuffed him.  PO Martins asked  if he wanted to have his car vouchered, and 

 asked to have his car released to   PO Martins checked if  
KDG�D�YDOLG�GULYHU¶V�OLFHQVH�DQG�DOORZHG�KLP�WR�GULYH� �FDU���+H�GLG�QRW�UHFDOO�VHHLQJ�

 hand any of his belongings to  was transported to the 102nd 
Precinct stationhouse, where he was charged with criminal possession of a weapon and double 
parking. 
 
PO Martins noted that he knew  EHFDXVH�RQH�RI�32�0DUWLQV¶�SDUWQHUV, who he did 
not recall, arrested him for a marijuana-related charge in the past.   
 
On April 29, 2011, at approximately 1:20 p.m., PO Martins was inside the 102nd Precinct 
VWDWLRQKRXVH�ZDONLQJ�E\�WKH�IURQW�GHVN�DQG�RYHUKHDUG�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�\HOOLQJ��³:KHUH¶V�2IILFHU�
0DUWLQV"´��32�0DUWLQV�ZDONHG�WRZDUGV�WKH�IURQW�GHVN�ZKHUH�KH�VDZ�  alone, yelling at 
the desk sergeant for PO Martins.  The desk sergeant, who PO Martins did not recall, looked at 
PO Martins, and PO Martins VDLG��³,¶OO�WDNH�FDUH�RI�LW��ERVV�´��32�0DUWLQV�ZDONHG�XS�WR�  

�ZKR�ORXGO\�DVNHG�ZKHUH�KLV�ODSWRS�ZDV���32�0DUWLQV�VDLG��³+ROG�RQ�D�VHFRQG���'RQ¶W�
come into my preFLQFW�\HOOLQJ�DQG�VFUHDPLQJ�DW�PH���/HW¶V�JR�WDON�RXWVLGH�´��There were no other 
individuals by the front desk, other than the desk sergeant, a security desk officer whom PO 
Martins did not know, and five to six civilians.  When asked during his interview why he chose to 
speak with  RXWVLGH�WKH�VWDWLRQKRXVH��32�0DUWLQV�VDLG��³7KH�VHUJHDQW�SUREDEO\�
ZRXOG¶YH�\HOOHG�DW�PH�LI�,�KDGQ¶W�had KLP�ZDON�RXWVLGH�EHFDXVH�WKHUH¶V�QR�UHDVRQ�WR�FDXVH�D�
UXFNXV�LQVLGH�WKH�SUHFLQFW�VWDWLRQKRXVH�´��'XULQJ�WKH�LQWHUYLew, PO Martins was shown a copy of 
WKDW�GD\¶V�UROO�FDOO��DQG�WKH�GRFXPHQW�GLG�QRW�UHIUHVK�KLV�PHPRU\�RI�who the desk sergeant was 
that he spoke to.   appeared agitated, saying that he felt uncomfortable speaking with 
him outside, and PO Martins reSOLHG��³:HOO��\RX�FDPH�WR�WKH�SUHFLQFW�WR�VSHDN�WR�PH��VR�,¶OO�
GHOHJDWH�ZKHUH�ZH�VSHDN���,¶P�QRW�JRQQD�JR�LQVLGH�WKH�SUHFLQFW�ZLWK�\RX�\HOOLQJ�DURXQG�OLNH�WKLV�´ 
 
PO Martins and  walked outside and spoke next to �FDU��ZKLFK�ZDV�SDUNHG�
in front of the stationhouse with  sitting in the front passenger seat.  PO Martins did 
not recall seeing any other officers or civilians outside during this time.  Standing between three 
to five feet away from PO Martins,  \HOOHG�VWDWHPHQWV�WKDW�LQFOXGHG��³0\�laptop is 
missing out of my car.  I saw a laptop when I was in the precinct yesterday.  WKHUH¶V�P\�ODSWRS"´��
PO Martins did not recall if  made any gestures and denied that  threatened 
him or came any closer to him.  PO Martins denied having his laptop and said that he has his own 
MacBook laptop.  PO Martins told  that he saw his laptop in the book bag behind the 
front passenger seat when  was arrested and  VDLG��³1R��LW¶V�QRW�LQ�WKHUH���,�
VDZ�D�0DF%RRN�ZKLOH�,�ZDV�LQ�WKH�FHOOV�ODVW�QLJKW���7KDW�ZDV�P\�FRPSXWHU�´��32�0DUWLQV�GHQLHG�
removing �ODSWRS�IURP�KLV�FDU�DQG�WROG�KLP�WKDW�ZKHQ�WKH�FDU�ZDV�UHOHDVHG�WR�  

 all of his belonginJV�ZHUH�OHIW�LQ�KLV�FDU���32�0DUWLQV�WKHQ�VDLG��³:K\�GRQ¶W�\RX�DVN�
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\RXU�ER\�ZKHUH�\RXU�FRPSXWHU�LV"´�UHIHUULQJ�WR�  and  UHSOLHG��³1R��QR��
QR�´��32�0DUWLQV�VDLG��³,¶P�QRW�JRLQJ�WR�GR�WKLV�ZLWK�\RX���,I�\RX�JRW�D�SUREOHP��RU�\RX�JRW�D�
complaint, the phone number is right inside our wall.  Take the number, call it, and make your 
FRPSODLQW���,�GRQ¶W�KDYH�\RXU�FRPSXWHU�´��$V�  walked inside the stationhouse, PO 
Martins looked at  who was still seated in the front passenger seat, and said, 
³5HDOO\"´�� �DVNHG��³:KDW"´�DQG�32�0DUWLQV�VDLG��³<RX�NQRZ�ZKHUH�KLV�ODSWRS�LV�´��

 UHSOLHG�WKDW�KH�GLG�QRW�NQRZ��³ZLWK�D�VPLUN�RQ�KLV�IDFH�WKH�ZKROH�WLPH�´��32�
0DUWLQV�VDLG��³:KDWHYHU�´�DQG�ZDONHG�EDFN�LQVLGH�WKH�stationhouse.  He was unsure if any other 
officers spoke with  or  during this time. 
 
32�0DUWLQV�GHQLHG�DQ\�SURIDQLW\��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�ZRUG�³IXFN�´�ZDV�XVHG�GXULQJ�KLV�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�
with  and he denied threatening to punch  

 
Subject Officer: PO JOSEPH CORTRIGHT  
x PO Cortright is a -ROG�ZKLWH�PDOH�ZKR�VWDQGV��¶�´��ZHLJKV�����SRXQGV��DQG�KDV�

short brown hair and blue eyes.   
x On April 28, 2011, he was on-duty from 9:30 a.m. until 6:05 p.m., assigned to anti-crime 

in plainclothes and in an unmarked car with PO Fritz and PO Martins.   
x On April 29, 2011, he was on-duty from 9:30 a.m. until 6:05 p.m. 

 
Memo Book 

On April 28, 2011, at 1:40 p.m., PO Martins arrested  at    
for criminal possession of a weapon and disorderly conduct (car) (encl. I1-3). 
 

CCRB interview 
PO Cortright was interviewed at the CCRB on August 26, 2011 (encl. I4-6).   

 
 

 
As PO Cortright, PO Fritz, and PO Martins approached  , they observed  
and  double-parked in front of a bodega located on  , a 
drug-prone location.  PO Cortright noted that he had previously recovered a loaded firearm near 
the bodega.  He did not see anyone enter or exit the car.  PO Martins said that he was going to 
stop them, but  had already driven away as they approached without their turret light 
activated.  PO Martins followed��WXUQHG�RQ�WKH�FDU¶V�WXUUHW�OLJKWV� and initiated a car stop at  

 . 
 
32�0DUWLQV�DSSURDFKHG�WKH�GULYHU¶V�VLGH��32�)ULW]�VWRRG�E\�WKH�IURQW�SDVVHQJHU�GRRU��DQG�32�
Cortright stood towards the cDU¶V�UHDU�EXPSHU���:KHQ�32�0DUWLQV�DVNHG�  for his 
license, PO Cortright saw that  turned his shoulders towards his right and continually 
reached between the area between the driveU¶V�VHDW�DQG�WKH�FHQWHU�FRQVROH���32�&RUWULJKW�was 
unable to see what he was attempting to reach.   ZDV�³MRNLQJ�DURXQG´�DQG�VSHDNLQJ�
with PO Fritz in a non-confrontational manner, but PO Cortnight did not recall what was said. 
 
After approximately one minute, PO Martins asked  to exit the car, and he complied; 

 also exited the car but PO Cortright did not recall if PO Fritz instructed him to do 
so.  Both  and  walked to the back of the car towards PO Cortright.  It 
was at this point that PO Cortright recognized  because he had arrested him 
sometime last year for possession of marijuana, and has seen him walking in the neighborhood.   
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PO Martins then told PO Cortright that he asked them to exit the car because he saw  
rustling around at his sides while inside the car.  PO Cortright did not see any bulges or anything 
unusual in �RU� V�DSSHDUDQFH���:KHQ�DVNHG�GXULQJ�KLV�LQWHUYLHZ�LI�WKHUH�
were any factors that led him to believe that the civilians may have been armed, PO Cortright 
reiterated that they were initially observed in a drug-prone location and he had recovered a 
firearm in that vicinity in the past. 
 
+H�VWDUWHG�KDYLQJ�³VPDOO�WDON´�ZLWK�  such as asking him if he was clean now and 
with  UHSO\LQJ��³<HDK�´��32�&RUWULJKW�WKHQ�DVNHG�LI�WKH\�KDG�DQ\WKLQJ�WKDW�WKH\�
VKRXOG�QRW�KDYH��VXFK�DV�³JXQV��ERPEV��GUXJV��NQLYHV�´�ZLWK�  saying no.   
replied that he had a knife in his back pocket and proceeded to reach for it.  PO Cortright said that 
he would get it himself, and subsequently removed the knife but he did not recall its appearance. 
$V�WKLV�RFFXUUHG��32�)ULW]�VWRRG�QH[W�WR�32�&RUWULJKW�ZKLOH�32�0DUWLQV�VWRRG�E\�WKH�GULYHU¶V�VHDW�
door.  PO Cortright then patted the front of �SDQWV�SRFNHWV�DQG�QRZKHUH�HOVH�EHFDXVH�
he felt that he did not have any other contraband on his person.  He had not touched either civilian 
prior to this, and he did not see  frisked.   
 
Afterwards, PO Cortright told PO Martins that  had a knife on his person and handed 
the knife to him.  During the interview, PO Cortright said after he handed the knife to PO 
0DUWLQV��³,�WKLQN�>32�0DUWLQV@�WDONHG�WR� �,�GRQ¶W�UHPHPEHU�ZKDW�KH�ZDV�VD\LQJ�± asking 
him why he was holdLQJ�WKH�NQLIH�DQG��\RX�NQRZ��µ,W¶V�LOOHJDO�WR�KDYH�D�JUDYLW\�NQLIH�LQ�1HZ�
<RUN�¶´��  was then handcuffed by PO Martins or PO Cortright.   was not 
handcuffed and he was released with �FDU��EXW�32�&RUWULJKW�GLG�QRW�UHFDOO�KRZ�WKDW�
arrangement was made.  PO Cortright denied that he or PO Fritz entered or searched �
vehicle.  He did not see PO Martins enter or search the vehicle, but he stated that PO Martins may 
have checked the space between the driver seat and the center console that  appeared to 
be reaching for; PO Cortright was occupied with speaking and frisking  during that 
time.  He did not observe PO Martins remove any bags or packages from the vehicle. 
 
'XULQJ�WKH�LQWHUYLHZ��32�&RUWULJKW�ZDV�VKRZQ�D�FRS\�RI�32�0DUWLQV¶�6WRS��4XHVWLRQ��DQG�)ULVN�
Report for ��32�&RUWULJKW�H[SODLQHG�WKDW�WKH�FKHFNER[�VWDWLQJ�³EXOJH�LQ�SRFNHW�ZKLFK�
ZDV�D�NQLIH´�ZDV�ZKHQ�  had told him that he had a knife in his back pocket.  PO 
Cortright also stated that upon initially stopping  PO Martins explained to him that he 
was stopped for double-parking.  
 
On April 29, 2011, at approximately 1:00 p.m., PO Cortright was inside the 102nd Precinct 
stationhouse and walking down the stairs when he observed  yelling inside the building 
near the front desk.  He did not recall what  was saying or who he was directing his 
statements towards.  PO Martins, who was standing with  instructed him to exit the 
VWDWLRQKRXVH��DGGLQJ�WKDW�KH�³FDQ¶W�EH�\HOOLQJ�LQ�KHUH�´��32�&RUWULJKW�VSRNH�WR�D�3$$ who he did 
not recall, by the front desk, asking what was  yelling about.  The PAA replied that he 
did not know, only that  wanted to speak with PO Martins.  Approximately ten seconds 
after PO Martins and  exited the stationhouse, PO Cortright went outside and asked PO 
0DUWLQV�LI�KH�ZDV�DOULJKW��WR�ZKLFK�32�0DUWLQV�UHSOLHG��³<HDK��,¶P�JRRG�´��32�&RUWULJKW�
subsequently walked back inside the stationhouse, without hearing what  and PO 
Martins were speaking about.   had been seated in �FDU��ZKLFK�ZDV�
parked in front, but PO Cortright did not recall speaking with him.  He did not speak with PO 
Martins about what transpired with  outside the stationhouse. 
 

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b) § 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b) § 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b) § 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b) § 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)



Page 14  
CCRB Case # 201105746 

 
CCRB ± Confidential    

 Subject Officer:  PO JASON FRITZ 
x PO Fritz is a -ROG�ZKLWH�PDOH�ZKR�VWDQGV��¶�´��ZHLJKV�����SRXQGV��DQG�KDV�

brown hair and blue eyes.   
x On April 28, 2011, he was on-duty from 9:30 a.m. to 6:05 p.m., assigned to anti-crime in 

an unmarked vehicle in plainclothes with PO Martins and PO Cortright.   
x On April, 29, 2011, he was off-duty. 

 
Memo Book 

PO Fritz had no memo book entries regarding this incident (encl. J1-3). 
 

CCRB Testimony 
PO Fritz was interviewed at the CCRB on August 26, 2011 (encl. J4-6).   

�
 

 
On April 28, 2011, at approximately 1:35 p.m., PO Fritz sat in the front passenger seat of an 
XQPDUNHG�YHKLFOH�ZKLOH�32�0DUWLQV�VDW�LQ�WKH�GULYHU¶V�VHDt and PO Cortright in the rear when 
they made a left turn and observed  and  inside a vehicle, which was 
double-parked in front of a bodega, located on  .  Narcotics teams 
have made numerous arrests in front of the bodega, including the recovery of a firearm 
approximately one-and-a-half to two months prior to the incident date.   

�
��PO Fritz did not observe anyone exit or enter the vehicle when he initially saw it double-

SDUNHG���7KH�RIILFHUV¶�YHKLFOH�FRPSOHWHG�WKH�WXUQ�DQG�they were immediately behind the vehicle, 
which had already begun to leave.  PO Martins said that he was going to stop �YHKLFOH��
DQG�ZKHQ�DVNHG�LQ�WKH�LQWHUYLHZ�LI�32�0DUWLQV�JDYH�D�UHDVRQ��32�)ULW]�VDLG��³:H�DOO�NQHZ�ZK\�± 
EHFDXVH�WKH�FDU�ZDV�GRXEOH�SDUNHG���+H�GLGQ¶W�KDYH�to WHOO�XV�´���$�FDU�VWRS�ZDV�LQLWLDWHG�
approximately one-and-a-half blocks away from the bodega.   
 
PO Martins approached the driver door while PO Fritz approached the front passenger door, with 
PO Cortright behind him.  He was unable to see what  and  were doing 
inside the car upon their approach, other than sitting.   did not make any 
movements or gestures when PO Fritz stood next to and slightly behind the front passenger door; 
he was unable to see  from this vantage point.  PO Martins asked  to step out 
of the vehicle, and he complied.  As a safety precaution, since the driver was removed from the 
vehicle, PO Fritz subsequently asked  to exit the car, and he did.  All three officers 
brought  and  to the back of the vehicle, and while doing so, PO Fritz 
asked PO Martins why  was removed from the vehicle.  PO Martins replied that upon 
their approach,  was moving around and he wanted to make sure nothing was being 
thrown or hidden, such as a weapon.  PO Fritz did not recall any conversations between the 
officers and the civilians during this time. 
 
While standing by the rear of the vehicle,  was frisked, but PO Fritz did not see who 
conducted it or where  was touched; he denied frisking   He did see any 
officer place his hands into �SRFNHWV���  was not frisked.  PO Fritz later 
explained that  ZDV�IULVNHG�IRU�WKH�RIILFHUV¶�VDIHW\�EHFDXVH�RI�KLV�IXUWLYH�PRYHPHQWV�
reported by PO Martins and that he knew he was frisked because a gravity knife was recovered 
by PO Cortright.  He later stated in his interview that he was unsure where PO Cortright was at 
this time, stating that PO Cortright was either standing behind him or behind PO Martins.  He 
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later said that he did not recall who recovered the gravity knife or its appearance, and he was 
unaware of where it was found.  PO Fritz had not seen any bulges or anything suspicious on  

�SHUVRQ� 
 
After the knife was recovered, PO Martins walked back to the vehicle to see if any contraband 
was thrown or hidden inside, looking around �³LPPHGLDWH�JUDEEDEOH�DUHD´�RI�WKH�
GULYHU¶V�VHDW while PO Fritz and PO Cortright stayed toward the rear of the car with the two 
civilians.  PO Fritz was unable to see if PO Martins searched WKH�YHKLFOH¶V�FHQWHU�FRQVROH��DQG�KH�
did not recall if PO Martins entered the vehicle from another door or if he searched anywhere else 
inside.  Neither  nor  spoke as this occurred, and PO Fritz did not recall 
if PO Martins asked for permission to search the car.  PO Martins subsequently handcuffed and 
arrested   As  vehicle was legally parked, the officers left it at the location 
while  was transported to the stationhouse.   was not arrested, and PO 
Fritz did not know his whereabouts thereafter.  Other than the recovered knife, PO Fritz was 
unaware of any other items vouchered.  Prior to this incident, PO Fritz had never met  
or  
 
On April 29, 2011, PO Fritz took the day off and was not on-duty. 
 
During the interview, PO Fritz was shown a copy of �KDQGZULtten Stop, Question, and 
Frisk Report written by PO Martins.  In reference to the section indicating that a suspicious bulge 
was observed, PO Fritz stated that he did not observe any bulges on �SHUVRQ�DV�KLV�
attention was directed towards   He explained that the checkbox indicating  

�SUR[LPLW\�WR�FULPH�ORFDWLRQ�ZDV�LQ�UHJDUGV�WR�  parked in front of the bodega.  
+H�GLG�QRW�NQRZ�WKH�UHDVRQ�ZK\�WKH�UHSRUW�LQGLFDWHG�³LQDSSURSULDWH�DWWLUH�± possibly concealing a 
ZHDSRQ�´��7KH�FKHFNER[HV�DIILUPLQJ�WKDW�  was searched indicated that he was searched 
incident to a lawful arrest. 
 
NYPD Documents 
 

SPRINT  
SPRINT job  shows that on April 28, 2011, at 1:39 p.m., at  , 
the 102nd Precinct anti-crime unit, identified as PO Martins, PO Cortright, and PO Fritz, stopped 
one male.  At 1:40 p.m.,  was  under arrest and a sergeant was notified (encl. K1). 
 
 Property Voucher 
Voucher  in regards to �DUUHVW�VKRZV�WKDW�RQH�JUDYLW\�NQLIH�was vouchered as 
arrest evidence (encl. K4). 
 
Arrest for Incident and Disposition 
x On April 29, 2011,  pled guilty to disorderly conduct, sentenced to 15 days 

imprisonment, and fined $150.00 (encl. L1-7). 
 
Status of Civil Proceedings  
x  has not filed a Notice of Claim with the City of New York as of October 3, 2011, 

with regard to the incident (encl. N7). 
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Civilian Criminal History  
x As of November 3, 2011, Office of Court Administration records reveal no other criminal 

convictions for  (encl. L8-11).  
 
Civilian CCRB History 
x This is the first CCRB complaint filed by  (encl. B1). 
 
Subject Officers CCRB History  
x PO Martins has been a member of the service for 8 years and there are no substantiated 

CCRB allegations against him (encl. A1). 
x PO Cortright has been a member of the service for 4 years and there are no substantiated 

CCRB allegations against him (encl. A2). 
x PO Fritz has been a member of the service for 6 years and there is one substantiated CCRB 

allegations against him.  In CCRB 200905319, he was given instructions in regards to a 
substantiated stop allegation against him (encl. A3). 

 
Conclusion 

 
Identification of Subject Officers 
The frisk of  the vehicle search, the threat of force, and the discourteous language 
allegations are being pleaded against PO Martins as he admitted to speaking to  at the 
stationhouse, being the operator of the vehicle during the April 28th incident, and approaching  

 even though he did not recall frisking  or searching the vehicle. 
 
The frisk and search of  are being pleaded against PO Cortright because  
said that the office who performed these actions was also the officer who conversed with  

 as if he knew him, which PO Cortright admitted to. 
 
A vehicle search allegation is being pleaded against PO Fritz as he was the remaining officer who 

 alleged searched his vehicle. 
 
Allegations Not Pled 
Allegations that  and  were stopped, and an allegation that  
was searched are not being pleaded.   admitted to double-parking at  

 , which was corroborated by officer testimony and by �UHFHLSW�RI�D�
summons for obstructing vehicular traffic.  Additionally, as  told the officers he had a 
NQLIH�LQ�KLV�SRFNHW��32�0DUWLQ¶V�UHPRYDO�RI�WKH�NQLIH�GRHV�QRW�FRQVWLWXWH�DQ�DOOHgation of 
misconduct. 
 
An allegation that PO Martins threatened to arrest  is not being pleaded.  Although  
Alimud  stated that this occurred,  did not allege it. 
 
 
 
 
Investigative Findings and Recommendations 
 
Allegation A ± Abuse of Authority: On April 28, 2011, in the vicinity of   

  in Queens, PO Joseph Martins frisked  
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 stated that upon exiting the car, PO Martins frisked him, patting his waistband and 

pants pockets, and then searched him, placing his hands into �KRRGLH�DQG�SDQWV�
pockets and removing �NH\V��JXP, Chapstick, and wallet.  During this time,  
UHPHPEHUHG�WKDW�KH�KDG�KLV�SDLQWHU¶V�NQLIH�LQ�KLV�EDFN�SRFNHW�DQG�LQIRUPHG�32�0DUWLQV��ZKR�
removed the knife. 

 
According to PO Martins,  fidgeted and moved both arms at his sides towards the 
FRUQHUV�RI�WKH�GULYHU¶V�VHDW�LQ�DUHDV�32�0DUWLQV�FRXOG�QRW�VHH��FRQWLQXRXVO\�GRLQJ�VR�XQWLO�KH�ZDV�
instructed to exit the vehicle.  Initially, PO Martins stated in his interview that he found a gravity 
NQLIH�GXULQJ�KLV�VHDUFK�RI�WKH�FDU��EXW�KH�GLG�QRW�UHFDOO�H[DFWO\�ZKHUH�LW�ZDV�IRXQG��VD\LQJ�WKDW�³LW�
had to be somewhere close to �RU�HOVH�,�ZRXOGQ¶W�KDYH�DUUHVWHG�KLP���,W�KDG�WR�EH�LQ�D�
OXQJHDEOH��JUDEEDEOH�DUHD�´��He then went on to say that he frisked him thereafter.  However, after 
PO Martins was shown �KDQGZULWWHQ�6WRp, Question, and Frisk Report, arrest report, 
and criminal court complaint, his testimony changed.  He stated that he did not recall recovering a 
knife from �SDQWV�SRFNHW�and that while he searched the car, another officer may have 
frisked  and that officer may have subsequently recovered the knife.  PO Martins did 
not recall frisking  to recover the knife, and he did not recall if any officer explained to 
him why they frisked  or how that information was relayed to those documents.   
 
PO Cortright stated that he asked  and  if they had anything that they 
sKRXOG�QRW�KDYH��VXFK�DV�³JXQV��ERPEV��GUXJV��NQLYHV�´�ZLWK�  saying no.   
replied that he had a knife in his back pocket and proceeded to reach for it.  PO Cortright said that 
he would get it himself, and subsequently removed the knife.   He then patted the front of  

�SDQWV�SRFNHWV�DQG�QRZKHUH�HOVH�EHFDXVH�KH�IHOW�WKDW�  did not have any other 
contraband on his person.  He did not touch either civilian prior to this, and he did not see an 
officer frisk    
 
Additionally, PO Fritz said that  was frisked, but he denied frisking  and did 
not know who did. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Allegation B ± Abuse of Authority:  On April 28, 2011, in the vicinity of   

  in Queens, PO Joseph Cortright frisked  
Allegation C ± Abuse of Authority:  On April 28, 2011, in the vicinity of   

  in Queens, PO Joseph Cortright searched  
 

 stated that he observed PO Cortright patting and placing his hands into  
V�IURQW�SRFNHWV.  PO Martins testified that  was frisked, but he did not 

know who conducted it or why.  PO Cortight denied observing an officer frisk  
while PO Fritz stated that  was not frisked.   
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Allegation D ± Abuse of Authority:  On April 28, 2011, in the vicinity of   

  in Queens, PO Joseph Martins searched the vehicle in which  and  
 were occupants. 

 
 stated that after he was told to walk to the back of the vehicle, PO Martins and PO 

)ULW]�EHJDQ�WR�VHDUFK�WKH�LQWHULRU�RI�WKH�YHKLFOH��LQFOXGLQJ�XQGHU�WKH�GULYHU¶V�VHDW��WKH�UHDU�
passenger seats, and the sleeve pockets on the back of the front seats, without asking for consent.  
According to PO Martins, subsequent to stopping  vehicle for double parking,  

 ZDV�ILGJHWLQJ�ZLWK�KLV�KDQGV�DW�KLV�VLGHV��UHDFKLQJ�WRZDUGV�WKH�VLGH�RI�WKH�GULYHU¶V�GRRU��WKH�
corners of his seat, and towards the center console.  PO Martins asked  why he double-
parked, what he was doing, where he was coming from, and if he had anything in his car that he 
was not supposed to have.   replied that  had run in to the store, that he 
and  ZHUH�³MXVW�KDQJLQJ�RXW,´�DQG�KH�GHQLHG�KDYLQJ�DQ\WKLQJ�WKDt he was not 
supposed to have.  PO Martins asked if he was sure and whether he minded if PO Martins 
³FKHFNHG´��ZKLFK�  consented to.  PO Martins affirmed searching �YHKLFOH 
thereafter, prior to the recovery of the knife.  PO Cortright did not recall if the vehicle was 
searched, and PO Fritz testified that PO Martins searched the vehicle after the knife was 
recovered. 
 
$�UHTXHVW�IRU�FRQVHQW�WR�VHDUFK�D�GHIHQGDQW¶V�YHKLFOH�E\�the police constitutes a common-law 
inquiry.  People v. Blanco, ���$�'��G������$SS��'LY���QG�'HS¶W���������HQFO��L�-3).  In order to 
justify making a request for consent to search, police are required to possess a founded suspicion 
of criminality.  People v. Battaglia, 86 N.Y.2d 755, 756 (1995) (encl. i4-7).  $Q�RFFXSDQW¶V�
actions in reaching toward the floor of a vehicle, combined with discrepant responses to police 
inquiry, provides founded suspicion to request permission to search the vehicle.  Blanco, at 923.  
/LNHZLVH��D�SDVVHQJHU¶V�FRQGXFW�LQ�ORRNLQJ�EDFN�DW�SROLFH��WKHQ�QHUYRXVO\�ORRNLQJ�DZD\��DQG�
appearing to secrete an object for which no adequate explanation is offered, provides founded 
suspicion to request permission to search the vehicle.  People v. Williams, 300 A.D.2d 684, 685 
�$SS��'LY���QG�'HS¶W���������encl. i8-9). 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
�

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

§ 87(2)(b) § 
87(2)
(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b) § 
87(2)
(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b) § 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b) § 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b) § 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)
(b)

§ 87(2)(g)



Page 19  
CCRB Case # 201105746 

 
CCRB ± Confidential    

Allegation E ± Abuse of Authority:  On April 28, 2011, in the vicinity of   
  in Queens, PO Jason Fritz searched the vehicle in which  and 

 were occupants. 
 

 stated that both PO Martins and PO Fritz entered and searched his vehicle.  However, 
PO Fritz testified that he remained standing outside the rear of the vehicle as it was searched by 
PO Martins.   

 
 

 
Allegation F ± Abuse of Authority:  On April  29, 2011, in front of the 102nd Precinct 
stationhouse, PO Joseph Martins threatened  with the use of force. 
Allegation G ± Discourtesy:  On April 29, 2011, in front of the 102nd Precinct stationhouse, 
PO Joseph Martins spoke rudely to  
 

 stated that PO Martins said to him, ³,¶P�JRLQJ�WR�SXQFK�\RX�LQ�\RXU�IXFNLQJ�IDFH�ULJKW�
QRZ�´��  heard PO Martins tell  that if he did not shut up, he would 
punch him in the face and arrest him.  Additionally,  witnessed PO Martins say, 
³,¶P�JRLQJ�WR�SXQFK \RX�LQ�\RXU�IXFNLQJ�IDFH�´��%RWK�  and  by their 
own testimonies, were close enough to clearly hear those remarks.  Their credibility is further 
bolstered by their assertions that they did not know  or  prior to this 
incident, and since they are civilian members of the NYPD.   
 
Patrol Guide 203-��VWDWHV��³$OO�XQLIRUPHG�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�VHUYLFH�DUH�UHVSRQVLEOH�DQG�
DFFRXQWDEOH�IRU�WKH�SURSHU�XVH�RI�IRUFH�XQGHU�DSSURSULDWH�FLUFXPVWDQFHV´�± more specifically, 
³PLQLPXP�QHFHVVDU\�IRUFH´�PXVW�EH�XVHG���$GGLWLRQDOO\��3DWURO�*XLGH����-09 (2) requires that an 
RIILFHU�EH�³FRXUWHRXV�DQG�UHVSHFWIul´ (encl. i10).  Courts have consistently affirmed that an officer 
may not use profanity gratuitously, or to intimidate, retaliate, or show a lack of respect for a 
citizen, unless such profanity is used to secure a civilian's cooperation or for other legitimate law 
enforcement ends.  Police Department v. Dukes, OATH Index Nos. 1137-39/00 (Apr. 26, 2000) 
(encl. i11-17). 
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